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King William made to this the very shrewd and
sensible objection, that to make Brougham Master
of the Rolls, and allow him still to sit in the House
of Commons, would be to give him very high
office and full freedom of debate as well ; and the
King' added that there was no knowing whom
Brougham might not attack if he were allowed
the chance. Lord Grey pointed out that it would
be utterly impossible for any Ministry to carry any
Reform Bill if the co-operation of Henry Brougham
were not secured in some wray. These may not seem
very exalted considerations to govern a Prime
Minister or a Sovereign in the Ministerial appoint-
ments, but Lord Grey knew well what a force he
had to deal with when he was dealing with Broug-
ham ; and although he believed Brougham to be a
thoroughly sincere reformer, yet he had to recognise
the extraordinary degree of vanity that was in
Brougham's nature, and it was clear to him that
Brougham was not a man to be offended. Of course
if Brougham had been left out of the Cabinet alto-
gether he would not, and could not, have turned
round and proclaimed himself hostile to the principle
of political reform ; but it would have been very easy
for him while still retaining his character of advanced
reformer, and even in sustenance of that very cha-
racter, to keep on criticising every clause of the Bill,
insisting that the Government did not go far enough
here, and were proving false to past promises there,
and thus appealing at the most convenient moments
from half-hearted reformers in the House of Commons
to whole-hearted reformers outside it. The Bill could
VOL. i.                         16